
Dear TABC Family, 

These are great days at TABC!  

Our services have been Spirit-

filled all summer long.  )ÔȭÓ Á ÔÒÅ-

mendous privilege to be the Pas-

tor of such a God loving, Christ 

exalting people.  This Pastor 

loves his church family! 

By the time you read this letter, 

the remodel of the Family Life 

Building will have begun.  Over 

the next 18 months, we will re-

model our Family Life Building, 

auditorium, all of our education 

building, ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ×ÉÎÇ, and 

nursery.  We believe the Lord 

has lead us to put the house of 

God in order; this is a big task.  It 

will take a lot of patience, coop-

eration and understanding by 

each member.  Our God is a mag-

nificent engineer, beyond any-

thing we can understand in the 

human mind.     ,ÅÔȭÓ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎ 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÓÔ (ÉÍ ÆÕÌÌÙ 

to complete this task.  Did you 

know that in the Old Testament, 

as God directed the building 

campaign in the temple, it 

brought revival to the people of 

God?  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ  - for God 

ÔÏ Ȱ$Ï )Ô !ÇÁÉÎȱ ÁÔ 4!"#! 

Last, ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÅÌÙ 

about Tim and Celeste Guthrie 

being a part of our church staff.  

God always knows what is best 

for a church in its specific time 

period.  As I have prayed and 

sought the Lord, )ȭÍ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÎ-

vinced and at peace that we are 

ÂÅÉÎÇ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÈÁÎÄ ÔÏ 

call the Guthries to our staff. 

Bro. Tim has extensive experi-

ence as a Senior Pastor.  He has 

lead several churches that have 

remodeled their buildings; his 

last pastorate in Knoxville com-

pletely relocated its campus and 

built a Senior Adult complex.  In 

the last 12 years, he has been 

President of Eklund Stewardship, 

where he raised 70 million dol-

lars in 80 different churches to 

advance the Kingdom!  He served 

on the Board of Trustees at Lib-

erty University, and has a Mas-

ÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔ 

Seminary.  While in Alabama, he 

was the school administrator of a 

Christian school that had atten-

dance of 600-700 students.  He is 

known among his peers as hav-

ing impeccable integrity and 

excellence in work ethic. 

His wife, Mrs. Celeste Guthrie, is 

tremendously talented also.  She 

ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÉÎ 

multiple, very large churches.  

She lead the total children's min-

istry in a large church in Tampa, 

Florida with an average atten-

dance of 800 children a week.  

#ÅÌÅÓÔÅ ÈÁÓ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ 

Education from Southwestern 

Seminary. She has written sev-

eral pieces of material for Life-

×ÁÙ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ, and 

published some of her own chil-

ÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ!  Her last church 

was the great church of Travis 

Avenue Baptist Church in Fort 

Worth.  Following is a quote from 

Dr. Michael Dean, pastor of 

Travis Avenue Baptist  and a 

good friend of mine:   Ȱ#ÅÌÅÓÔÅ ÉÓ 

ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓ-

ters in the entire nation.ȱ   

As Pastor, I fully recommend 

with confidence the calling of 

Tim and Celeste Guthrie to our 

staff at TABC. 

God Bless, 

 

Bro. Mike Eklund 

Pastoral Staff  

Bro. Mike Eklund, Senior Pastor 

Bro. Phil Whitaker, Associate Pastor, 

Minister of Music 

Bro. Ray Brown, Associate Pastor, 

Minister of Education and Outreach 

Bro. Paul Thompson, Youth Pastor 

  

Ministry Support  

Beverly Estep, Financial Secretary 

Peggy Phipps, Church Secretary 

Debbie Boyd, Ministry Support 

Debbie Eklund, Ministry Support 

Kim Hutton, Pre-School Director 

Phyllis Humphrey, Organist 

John Gentry, Maintenance 

Phillip Compton, Maintenance 

Connie Stipes, Housekeeping 

Devon Medaglia, Maintenance 

  

Academy Staff 

Melinda Widener, Principal 

Adrian Padgett, Asst. Principal 

Angie Williams, Office Manager 

Amy Stewart, Assistant to                      

the Administrator  

Tammie Harmon, Dir. of Development 

  

Daycare Staff 

Angela Brown, Director 
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Schedule for the Guthries  
August 8 th   -  12th  

�¡�� Wednesday, August 8th   Bro. Tim will preach the Wednesday Evening Service 
 

�¡�� Thursday, August 9th   Staff Luncheon with Bro. Tim & Mrs. Celeste 
 

�¡�� Friday, August 10th    Leadership Meeting with the Guthries at The Reserve Clubhouse 

                                                                         Everyone welcome to attend 

                                                                                  Children swim: 5:00 p.m.  �Á   Eat Pizza: 6:30 p.m.  �Á   Talk with Guthries: 7:00 p.m. 

 

�¡��  Sunday, August 12th   Bro. Tim will preach both a.m. & p.m. services 

                                                                 Vote will be after the p.m. service 


